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April 11, 2021 – Genesis 6:11-17 
 

Genesis Chapters Six through Eight…#15 
The Historical Reality of the Flood 

  

A. The Scriptures declare that the flood was real 
•         The Book of Genesis declares that it was real (6:11-17) 
•         The prophet Isaiah declared that it was real (54:9) 
•         Jesus declared that it was real (24:37) 
•         The apostle Peter declared that it was real (3:20; 2:5) 

  

B. The flood was a universal flood as opposed to a local flood 
• The text itself declares that the flood was universal 
• The need for the ark declares that the flood was universal. If it was a local flood, Noah 

      would only have needed to move to higher ground. 
• The Covenant God made after the flood declares that the flood was universal, because God promised 

that nothing like this would ever happen again, but local floods have happened again and again 
  

C. The ark was more than large enough to carry all the animals 
•         See reverse side 

  

D. The ancient civilizations declare that the flood was real 
• The oldest non-biblical accounts of the flood is found in the writings of the Sumerians 
• One of the most famous of the ancient flood stories is the Epic of Gilgamesh 
• Flood stories are found in ancient cultures throughout the world. They are found in the ancient 

cultures of India, China, the Pacific Islands, the natives of North America and Central America 
and South America, the British Isles, Western Europe and throughout Africa... 

   
Scripture 

  
Genesis 6:11-17 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. 12God saw how corrupt the 
earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13So God said to Noah, "I am going to 
put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy 
both them and the earth. 14So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch 
inside and out. 15This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet 
high. 16Make a roof for it and finish the ark to within 18 inches of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark and 
make lower, middle and upper decks. 17I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under 
the heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 
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The great objection…Many people object to the story of Noah and the Flood because, they say, there are 
millions of species of animals on the earth and all of them could not possibly have gotten into the ark. This 
objection is not valid… 
  

1. The Ark was quite large. It measured 450 feet long by 75 feet wide by 45 feet high. It had a capacity 
of about 1½ million cubic feet. 
  
2.  It had the same capacity as 569 two-deck railroad cars...The Ark would have been able to hold 569 
two-deck railroad cars that are used for livestock. Each of these railroad cars can carry 240 sheep. So 569 
railroad cars carrying 240 sheep each means that the ark could have carried 136,560 sheep 

  
3.  How many animals did the Ark need to carry? The Ark would have needed to carry about 70,000 
animals. 
  
4. Let me explain how we arrived at that number 
  

Scientists have identified 1¼ to 1½ million species of animals… 
•         About one million are insects and would have taken very little space on the Ark 
•         Many are aquatic animals and did not need to go into the Ark to survive 
•         About 18,000 to 35,000 species would need the Ark to survive (birds, reptiles, mammals, 

amphibians) 
•         Assume the larger number of 35,000 and double it because there would need to be a male and 

a female of each species 
•         The Ark would need to hold 70,000 animals. 

  
5. Could the Ark have held 70,000 animals? Yes! And more. We have already shown that the Ark 
could have held over 136,000 sheep so it could have easily handled 70,000 animals especially since most 
of them were smaller than sheep. About half of the species that came aboard were birds and reptiles 
which are considerably smaller than sheep. 
  
     God probably sent babies to the Ark so they would live longer and reproduce more. 
  
6. Only 50%-60% of the space was needed for the animals…This means that there was more than 
enough space for the animals that needed to be on the Ark, with the remainder of the space being used to 
store food and water, though there may not have been a great need for food and water because, as some 
have suggested, God probably had the animals hibernate during the Flood. 

 


