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May 16, 2021 
 

Sufficient Grace: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
 

Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh 
2 Corinthians 12:7 
1 Corinthians 15:57 
2 Corinthians 2:14 

 
Principle 1.  Paul was Humbled 

Verse 7 (2X) 
“Lest I should be exalted above measure” 

When confronted with afflictions, greet them and accept them with humility 
 

Principle 2. We Cannot Always Go by Appearances 
Isaiah 55:8-9 
• Weakness appears to contradict strength 
• Paul’s reaction was prayer 

 “Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me” 
• An appeal to the One behind the scenes 

 Three intense petitions 
• The answer: 

 “My grace is sufficient for you” (v9) 
• “As he sometimes grants in wrath, so he sometimes denies in love.”—Matthew Henry 

 
Principle 3. Spiritual Reality Transcends Temporal Reality 

2 Corinthians 4:15-18 
1 Corinthians 1:27 

• The world inverts God’s values 
• What was foolishness and cause for stumbling in the world’s eyes was the manifest 

Power of God 
 

Principle 4.  God’s Grace Is Sufficient 
• Human weakness is the opportunity for God’s strength 
• We were saved in a state of total weakness 

Romans 5:6 
• We are to go on depending on that same grace 

John 15:5b 
 

“My Strength Is Made Perfect in Weakness” 
• “Strength” = “power” 

 Dunamis.  Root of dynamo, dynamite, dynamic 
• Manifested in the Gospel that saves 

Romans 1:16 
• Available to the believer for continued victory 

2 Timothy 1:7 
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Infirmities/Weaknesses Verses 9 and 10 
• Frailty, feebleness, infirmity, weakness 
• Paul “boasts” in these 
• Paul “takes pleasure” in these 
 Same word used in Matthew 3:17 

 
Reproaches/Insults Verse 10 

• Hubris. 
• Insult, injury, reproach 
• Used of the prophets, Matt 22:6: “treated shamefully” 
• Of Paul, 1 Thess 2:2: “shamefully treated at Philippi” 
• Of Christ, Luke 18:32: “spitefully treated and spit on” 

 
Needs/Hardships Verse 10 

• Distress, pain, calamity, compulsion, what must be 
• Used of Paul’s compulsion to preach the gospel: 1 Cor 9:16 “necessity is laid on me…” 
• Of Christ, the necessity of His death, Heb 9:16 “For where a testament is, there must also be 

the death of the testator.” 
• See also Luke 24:25-26 (different word) 

 
Persecutions Verse 10 

• Paul was among the first persecutors of the church 
• After meeting Christ, he became the object of persecution 

Acts 13:50; 2 Tim 3:10-11 
 

Distresses/Calamities Verse 10 
• Narrowness of place, anguish, distress 
• On the list in Romans 8:35 of those things that cannot separate us from God’s love 

Hebrews 2:9 
Galatians 2:20 
Philippians 1:20-21 

 
• Strength to be humble  
• Strength to see these infirmities as God sees them 
• Strength to have an eternal perspective on the reality of my situation 
• And grace, grace to completely rest and trust in Him, grace that is perfectly sufficient for 

whatever challenges we may ever face 
 

• His sufficient grace is evidence of 
• The good will of God toward us 
• The good work of God in us 

• In His grace, our weaknesses are opportunities for Christ to manifest His power in us 


