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August 1, 2021 – Genesis Chapter 12…#20 
 

God Told Abraham to Leave His Home and Family 
 

 A. God was not going to fulfill His promises to Abraham in Mesopotamia 
• God was going to fulfill His promises in the land of Canaan 
• God wanted Abraham to make a complete break with the past 
• Abraham’s family was idolatrous 

  
B. When God promised to bless Abraham he believed God 

• We know this to be true because he left Ur and set out for Canaan 
• But he was not completely obedient because he took his family and stopped at the city of Haran 

                                                                                     
C. Abraham was a great man of faith 

• God Himself praised Abraham for his faith 
• God spoke to Abraham and Abraham’s faith sprang to life 
• Abraham’s faith was made evident when he spent a lifetime obeying God 
• Abraham believed God, even though God said very little to him 

  
D. Abraham’s first encampments in Canaan paint a picture of the believer’s life on earth 

• The tents Abraham lived in spoke of  the temporary nature of life on earth 
• The altars he built were a public testimony to the true and living God 
• His encampment between Bethel and Ai paints a picture of where every believer lives 

            ...Bethel means “City of God” 
            ... Ai means “Heap of Ruins” 

Our every moment on earth is a moment between our present destiny which is the “City of God”  
and our former destiny which was a “Heap of Ruins.” 

  
Scripture 

  
Acts 7:2-4 [Stephen said] "Brothers and fathers, listen to me! The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran. 3'Leave your country and your 
people,' God said, 'and go to the land I will show you.' 
4"So he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After the death of his father, God sent him to this 
land where you are now living. 
  
Genesis 12:1-8 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's 
household and go to the land I will show you. 2"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 
    4So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 
he set out from Haran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and 
the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 6Abram 
traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an 
altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and 
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on 
the name of the LORD. 


