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July 18, 2021 – Isaiah 6:1-8 
 

Being Put in Our Place 
 A Proper View of Self 

Romans 12:3 
For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

 
TO BE PUT IN OUR PLACE, 

WE NEED TO SEE 
GOD IN HIS PLACE 

 
1. A Vision of God (Isaiah 6:1-4) 

6:1a  In the year that King Uzziah died… 
King Uzziah 

• 2 Kings 15 and 2 Chronicles 26 
2 Chronicles 26:5  He sought God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding in the visions of 
God; and as long as he sought the Lord, God made him prosper. 
2 Chronicles 26:15b-1615bSo his fame spread far and wide, for he was marvelously helped till he 
became strong.16 But when he was strong his heart was lifted up, to his destruction, for he transgressed 
against the Lord his God by entering the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense. 

Isaiah’s Vision 
6:1b.  I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 

• A Higher King 
• An Undying King 
• An Incorruptible King 

 
The Two Kings 

Uzziah The Lord 
Mortal Immortal 
Defiled Holy 
Humiliated Exalted 
Imperfect Perfect 
Limited Power All-powerful 

 
High and Lifted Up 

Isaiah 52:13-1513 Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 
14 Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, 
And His form more than the sons of men. 15 So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at 
Him; For what had not been told them they shall see, And what they had not heard they shall consider. 

Isaiah 57:15 15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the 
high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
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God seeks those who are humble, that He may lift them up. 
James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
Isaiah’s Vision (Continued) 

6:2  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 

The Seraphim (pl.), Seraph (sing.) 
• “Burners” or “Burning ones” 
• Named only here in scripture 
• Striking similarities with the “four living creatures” of Revelation 4 

• Both surround the throne of God 
• Both have 6 wings 
• Both sing a version of the same song: trihagion 
• More descriptive detail found in Revelation 

• They cover their faces 
• They dare not gaze directly at God’s glory, In pure humility will not show their own faces 

• They cover their feet 
• Acknowledgement of lowliness 

• They fly 
• Hover in readiness to do the Lord’s bidding, swift to obey 

The Seraphim—Their Song: the Trihagion 
6:3a And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole 
earth is full of His glory!” 

God Is Holy 
• Entirely separate and independent from the frailty and finiteness of creation (Majesty-Holiness) 
• Entirely separate and independent from the sinfulness and defilement of man (Purity-Holiness) 

Holiness is the state of being totally separate from what is common or profane 
• The uncreated totally distinct from what is created 
• The pure totally distinct from what is impure 
• It is an essential attribute of God, part of His essence. 
• “Holy One of Israel,” Isaiah’s favorite name for God (25X in Isaiah, 5X in the rest of the OT) 

Glory 
6:3b. “The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

• The earth is the arena in which He has chosen to display His immeasurable glory, perfections and 
attributes 

A Scene to Inspire Fear. 6:4.And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the 
house was filled with smoke. 

 
2. A Vision of Self (Isaiah 6:5) 

6:5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of 
a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” 

Isaiah’s Confession 
• The holiness and highness of God exposes and magnifies our sin and lowly condition 
• “Unclean lips” 

• Matthew 12:34b  “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.”  
• What is in the heart will issue forth in both words and deeds 

• When we begin to recognize the holiness of God, we begin to see our own filthiness 
• Job’s response: 
• Job 42:6  Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes. 
• John’s response: 



  

3 | P a g e  
 

• Revelation 1:17  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on 
me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.” 

• Isaiah knows he is worthy of death:  “Woe is me!” 
• Exodus 33:20  But He said, “You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.” 

 
3. A Vision of Cleansing (Isaiah 6:6-7) 

6:6-7  6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs 
from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your 
iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.” 

God’s Purifying Fire 
• A coal from the altar 

• Probably the altar of incense 
• Kindled by the altar of sacrifice (Numbers 16) 

• At the same place Uzziah experienced God’s judgment, Isaiah experiences God’s grace 
“God declares the remedy for Isaiah’s sin to be sufficient and instantly effective.  Now Isaiah is qualified to 
proclaim the only hope of the world—the overruling grace of God.” [Raymond C Ortland, Jr—ESV study 
note] 

 
4. A Vision of Need (Isaiah 6:8) 

6:8  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I said, 
“Here am I! Send me.” 
 
Two Questions 

• Whom shall I send? 
• On whom should the Lord place authority to go and speak?  

• Who will go for us? 
• Who will faithfully carry out this holy commission? 

The Need 
• The need for cleansing 

• In order to experience the presence of our holy God 
• In order to manifest holiness in our own lives 

Isaiah’s Response 
• The response of a ready servant 

• “Here am I, send me” 
• Compare Abraham, Genessis 22 
• Compare Samuel, 1 Samuel 3 
• Isaiah responded in confidence because he experienced the Lord’s cleansing 

 
Isaiah’s Progressive Experience 
 

Isaiah Chapter 6 

A Vision of God (1-4) Confronted with the failure & frailty of man (1) 
Confronted with the Holiness of God (2-4) 

A Vision of Self (5) Confronted with the defilement of self (5) 

A Vision of Cleansing (6-7) Cleansed by the intervention of the God of Grace (6-7) 
A Vision of Need (8) Commissioned by the Lord of Hosts (8) 

A Vision of Judgment (9-12  

(Not covered in this message) 
A Vision of Hope (13) 

 
 



  

4 | P a g e  
 

Principles 
• Our standard of personal holiness is God Himself 
• 1 Peter 1:16 Because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 

• Cf. Leviticus 11:44; 19:2 
• A weak understanding of God’s Majesty and Holiness may lead to an inflated view of self 
• Our concept of grace must be in balance with our concept of God’s holiness 

• That we not minimize the seriousness of even minor sins 
• That we not devalue God’s holiness in our speech 

• Taking His name in vain 
• That we not cheapen the grace of God by not acknowledging our utter depravity 

 
Beholding God in His Holiness and Highness 

2 Chronicles 9:5-6 5 Then she said to the king: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your 
words and your wisdom. 6 However I did not believe their words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and 
indeed the half of the greatness of your wisdom was not told me. You exceed the fame of which I heard. 

 


