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July 25, 2021 – Genesis Chapter 12…#19 
 

Abraham: A New Beginning 
 

 A. We have been studying the first 11 chapters of Genesis 

• In these chapters we have seen mankind fail over and over again 
• For 2000 years God had been striving with men to live righteous and godly lives 
• For 2000 years men insisted on living sinful and rebellious lives 

B. God changed His strategy and we read about it in Genesis chapter 12 

• Rather than focusing on mankind as a whole, God focused on one man and his family  
• The man was Abraham and his family was the nation of Israel  
• God’s plan was to make a number of promises to Abraham 

    ...and then go about the task of fulfilling those promises 
• In fulfilling those promises God would make things right on the earth 
 

C. Beginning with Genesis chapter 12, the rest of Genesis and the rest of the Old Testament  
...is God’s history of Abraham and his descendants 

• It would not be inappropriate to call the Old Testament 
     ...the history of Abraham and his family 

• The theme of this history is that of God 
     ...fulfilling the wonderful promises He made to Abraham 

 
D. When God told Abraham to leave Ur and go to Canaan 
      ...He made a number of promises to Abraham 

1. The People: God promised to make of Abraham a great nation 
2. The Land: God promised to give Abraham and his descendants the land of Canaan 
3. The Blessing: God promised to bless the world through Abraham  

      ...it is through Abraham that we have our Savior 
 

 E. God made several other promises to Abraham 

1. God would make Abraham’s name great 
2. God would bless those who blessed Abraham and his descendants 
3. God would curses those who cursed Abraham and his descendants  

 

Scripture 
Genesis 12:1-7 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household 
and go to the land I will show you. 2"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."…6Abram traveled through the land [of 
Canaan] as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the 
land. 7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar 
there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 


