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August 15, 2021 – Genesis Chapter 12…#21 
 

Abraham Goes to Egypt 
 

A. The land of Israel has been the place of God’s greatest blessings to the Jews 
•         Unfortunately, the Jews have had a terrible habit of leaving the land of Israel 
•         In so doing, they have been leaving the place of God’s greatest blessings 

  
B. Abraham left the promised land because there was a famine 

•         The promised land was not exempt from the curse 
•         God was using the famine to test and strengthen Abraham’s faith 

  
C. Abraham left the land of faith in God for the land of faith in man 

• The fields of Canaan were watered by rainfall: Faith in God  
• The fields of Egypt were watered by irrigation from the Nile River: Faith in man  
• Egypt presented Abraham with more problems than he had in Canaan 

1. In Egypt Sarah’s beauty was a threat to his life 
2. In Egypt he found himself lying to protect himself 
3. In Egypt he lost his beloved wife to Pharaoh’s harem 
4. In Egypt he found his troubles growing greater 

  
D. God rescued Abraham from the sinful mess he got himself into 

•         God sent serious diseases to infect Pharaoh and his household 
•         God saw to it that Pharaoh found out that the diseases came from taking Abraham’s wife 
•         Pharaoh made certain that Abraham and everything he owned were sent back to Canaan 

  
Scripture 

  
Genesis 12:10-20 Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a 
while because the famine was severe. 11As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, "I know 
what a beautiful woman you are. 12When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This is his wife.' Then they 
will kill me but will let you live. 13Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my 
life will be spared because of you."  

14When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful woman. 15And when Pharaoh's 
officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. 16He treated Abram well for 
her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, 
and camels.  

17But the LORD inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram's wife Sarai. 
18So Pharaoh summoned Abram. "What have you done to me?" he said. "Why didn't you tell me she was your 
wife? 19Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take 
her and go!" 20Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent him on his way, with his 
wife and everything he had.  


