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A. God’s promise to make of Abraham a great nation required a son 

• Abraham and Sarah were still childless 
  
B. Abraham was confused 

• Perhaps God would fulfill his promise through Eliezer of Damascus 
• It was a common practice for childless couples to make their chief servants their heirs 

  
C. God was clearly not upset with Abraham for trying to sort out this confusing situation 

• It was not wrong of Abraham to ask God these questions 
a. When we ask questions to challenge God our questions are sinful 

                        b. When we ask questions to inquire of God our questions are not sinful 
• God often delays fulfilling His plans for our lives 

  
D. Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness (Gen. 15:6) 

• This is the first passage in the Bible that tells us we are saved by grace through faith 
  
E. To summarize the timeless essentials of salvation 

• The basis of salvation                                    …is the shed blood of Christ 
• The means of obtaining salvation                   …is always faith in God 
• The content of saving faith                              …varies from era to era 

  
  

Scripture 
  
Genesis 15:1-6 1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, 
Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward." 
2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one 
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir." 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming 
from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens 
and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring 
be." 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 


