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I. REFORMATION DAY — OCTOBER 31, 1517 
 

Five hundred and four years ago today, the world was dramatically changed. A young Roman 
Catholic Monk named Martin Luther, incensed by the sinful overreach of the Roman Catholic 
Church nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, Germany. This 
was the spark that lit the flame of the Reformation. 
 

It is hard to overstate what a dramatic change this started and continues to reach over 
our daily lives even after five hundred years. The fact, for example, that you and I can read owes 
largely to the impact of the Reformation on education. The powerful knowledge aggregation  
discipline that we call “Science” owes largely to the exoneration of human knowing under the 
principle that all genuine truth is God’s truth. Without the Reformation, World Missions would 
have been nipped in the bud. Occurring only 25 years after Christopher Columbus famously 
discovered the New World, it was the Reformation that determined the sort of Pilgrims who 
came to America, seeking a new start free from Religious persecution. 
 

This is an important day in history, not because of Halloween, but because of the 
Reformation. None of us remember much about the 95 Theses brother Martin Luther penned and 
nailed to the Church door at Wittenberg. But we should all labor hard to remember the Five Solas 
— five key doctrines that grounded the movement. The Five Golden Rings. 
 
II. THE FIVE SOLAS 
 

Sola Christus - CHRIST ALONE - “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12 ESV) 
 
Sola Fide - FAITH ALONE - “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23 ESV) 
 
Sola Gratia - GRACE ALONE - “the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 ESV) 
 
Sola Scriptura - SCRIPTURE ALONE - “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16 
ESV) 
 
Soli Deo Gloria - GLORY OF GOD ALONE - “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31 ESV) 
 
 



2 | P a g e  
 

III. ROMANS 5:1-2 — FIVE GOLDEN RINGS 
 
We find these “five golden rings” operating together beautifully in Romans 5:1-2. We will look at 
this devotionally, and then in the context of an exploratory excursion through Romans 1-4. 
Our aim will be to reclaim the fundamental importance of these key doctrines that forever 
changed our world. 
 
A. READING ROMANS 5:1-2 (ESV) 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him, we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 
B. THE EFFECTUAL TRUTHS OF THESE EMBEDDED DOCTRINES 

 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith . . . 

 
1. FAITH 

a. Biblical Faith is our comprehensive act of taking God at His Word 
b. There is no other way to please God (Heb. 11:6) or to be justified in His sight (Rom. 5:1) 
c. Biblical Faith is not mere belief in Religion, some System, an Institution, or  
    “Just Believe It!” 
 
. . . we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
2. CHRIST 

a. The object of our Faith is Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior 
b. There is no other way to have Peace with God. Without Christ we are by nature enemies  
    of God. (Romans 5:10) 
c. Christ died for our sins and lived in satisfaction of God’s holy standard. [The passive  
    obedience of Christ in His atoning death of Calvary. The active obedience of Christ in    
    His perfect life lived in satisfaction of God’s righteous demands (cf. Mark 1:11 ESV).  
    At salvation, both are imputed to us.] 
 
Through him, we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand . . . 

 
3. GRACE 

a. God’s grace is His unmerited favor which encompasses the whole of His redemptive 
interaction with fallen sinners. 
b. Grace involves God’s Christ-purchased free gift of Salvation. 
c. God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense . . .  

 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
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4. THE GLORY OF GOD 
a. This is the Reason for which God Created the World (Revelation 4:11, Romans 11:36) 
b. This is the Chief End of Man. (1 Corinthians 6:20) 
c. This is why God has let you wake up alive this morning and every day hereafter. Your  
    entire life purpose is to Glorify God and Enjoy Him forever. 

 
C. REREADING OF ROMANS 5:1-2 (ESV) 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him, we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 
we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 
D. THE SUPREMACY OF SCRIPTURE 
 
Someone might here say, “Well, this sounds all fine. But of course, there are other views, other 
perspectives, and other knowledgable scholars who can hold forth on other points. After all, 
neither you nor I can pretend to be some sort of supreme doctrinal maven who knows it all, can 
we?” It is here that we must insist: God has spoken. He has made these truths sufficiently clear. 
He knows it all. 
 

5. SCRIPTURE 
a. God’s Word is Enough, Understandable, Supreme, and Essential for life. 
b. S.C.A.N. Mneumonic Device 

 
S ufficiency — Nothing more needed 
C larity — No key truths unknowable 
A uthority — Everything else bows to it 
N ecessity — The Gospel is only found here 

 
IV. EXPLORING THE CONTEXT OF ROMANS 1-4 
 
In our exploratory trek through Romans 1-4, we find major signposts along the way that set the 
stage for these “Five Golden Rings” of sound doctrine. 
 
A. ROMANS 1:16-17 (ESV) — GOSPEL FAITH 
 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

 
1. Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted here, a reply from God to the Prophet Habakkuk about the secret    
    to living a godly life in a world corrupted by sin. 
2. The keynote is “by Faith.” This becomes the center of the Gospel message. 
3. Another important theme is the “for all” unifying statements in Romans. The Gospel is   
    the same for the Jews and for the Greeks. We will see this born out over and over again.    
    It was one of the major difficulties of the original recipients of this Epistle. 
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B. ROMANS 1:18, 22-23 (ESV) — GOD’S RIGHTEOUS WRATH 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth . . . 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

 
1. We see that God’s wrath is revealed against all ungodliness, regardless of sinners being   
    Jews or Greeks. 
2. At the heart of our sinful nature is an exchange of desire away from the “glory of the   
    immortal God” to idolatry. As God says through the Prophet Jeremiah 2:13 “my people   
    have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and  
    hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” 

 
C. ROMANS 2:9, 3:9 — ALL HAVE SINNED 
 

1. Romans 2:9 underscores the universal judgment that will befall both Jews and Greeks.  
    “There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first  
     and also the Greek . . .” 
2. Romans 3:9-12 plainly demonstrates from Psalm 14:1-3 that according to God’s inspired  
    Word, “all have turned aside . . . no one does good, not even one.” 

 
D. ROMANS 3:21-26 — THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 
 

1. Here we see, united in full, the precious Five Solas. Notice that the gospel is “for all” just 
as “for all” have sinned. 

a. “… the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.” (Rom. 3:22-25 ESV) 

 
E. ROMANS 4 — ABRAHAM’S FAITH AND OURS 
 

1. At this point, Paul anticipates a question that we might not naturally think to ask. His Jewish   
    readers will continue to struggle with the “for Jews and Greeks alike” nature of the Gospel  
    of Jesus Christ. This racial/ethnic tension runs through the entire Epistle of Romans. They  
    are asking, “Was it always this way?” So Paul makes several profound observations about  
    Abraham’s faith. 

a. Abraham believed God (Faith) and it was counted to him as righteousness. 
b. This was before God’s covenant mark of circumcision which visibly identified  
    Abraham’s male descendants. (Rom. 4:9-10) 
c. This was long before the Law of Moses was given by God on Mt. Sinai. (Rom. 4:14-15) 
d. So, the justification of Abraham “depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest  
    on grace . . .” (Rom. 4:16) 
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2. Abraham’s Faith is the same sort of reliance upon the promises of God as our faith is in the 
Gospel of our risen Savior Jesus Christ. (Romans 4:20-25) ESV 
 
No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. That 
is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” But the words “it was counted to 
him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe 
in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification. 

 
V. REVIEWING ROMANS 5:1-2 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him, we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 
A. AMPLIFIED DOCTRINAL PARAPHRASE 
 

Therefore, since we have been [made righteous before God] by [reliance on His unbreakable 
promises, just as Abraham believed], we have peace with God through [Jesus Christ, God in 
flesh, the Messiah long prophesied in the inspired Scriptures]. 
Through him, we have also obtained access by faith into this [unmerited favor freely given 
by God while we were yet sinners] in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the [perfect, 
sinless, eternal holiness of living in God’s very presence]. 

 
VI. MAINTAINING THE FIVE GOLDEN RINGS 
 

1. CHRIST — Who He truly is. Sufficiency of His Atonement. Authority He holds. 
2. FAITH — Not Existentialism. Not works. The object is Christ. Genuine Faith works. 
3. GRACE — Unmerited, and all our boasting is excluded. Our model for loving others. 
4. SCRIPTURE — Sola Scriptura. Tota Scriptura. Add / Remove nothing. Tolle Lege. 
5. GLORY OF GOD — In everything, here is our Purpose. “by Enjoying Him Forever…” 


