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A. The OT Scriptures are filled with promises of the coming of the Messiah 
•        Promises were made to...Adam & Eve, Job, Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, Micah, Jeremiah  

  
B. The Jews showed little interest in the coming of the Messiah in their early history 

• From the time of the Exodus (15th century B.C.) until the time of the 
 ...Babylonian Captivity (6th century B.C.) they had little interest in the coming Messiah 

  
C. The Jews really became interested in the Messiah’s coming after the Babylonian Captivity 

• After the Jews returned from the Babylonian Captivity 
   ...they lived under the oppression of Gentile nations   

• They wanted their Messiah to come and set them free  
• From about 200 B.C. to about A.D.100 (300 years) 

   ...the Jewish expectation of the birth of the Messiah was at its most intense  
• It was during this 300 year period of time that their Messiah did come 

   ...but they missed Him 
• They missed their Messiah because they wanted a King, not a Savior 

  
D. Many Gentiles were also looking for the birth of a great world leader to arise in Israel 

• Gentile and Jewish historians wrote about this Gentile expectation  
• Gentile Magi believed this to be true, which is why they came to Israel 

  
Scripture 

  
Genesis 3:15  15 And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he [the seed of woman] will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."  
  
Job 19:25-26 25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 26 And 
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God;  
  
Deuteronomy 18:15 15 Moses [said], “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.  
  
2 Samuel 7:16 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 
established forever.'"  
  
Isaiah 9:6 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
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Isaiah 7:14 14 …the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She 
will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’).  
  
Micah 5:2 2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times."  
  
Jeremiah 23:5-6 5 “For the time is coming,” says the Lord, “when I will raise up a righteous 
descendant from King David’s line. He will be a King who rules with wisdom. He will do what is just 
and right throughout the land. 6 And this will be his name: ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’ … 


