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God Sent Angels to Announce Christ’s Coming 

David Stuckey 
  

First: The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist 

•         To announce the birth of John the Baptist, was to announce the birth of Jesus 

  

Second: The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, the mother of Jesus 

• She was going to give birth to a Son, and she was to name Him Jesus  

• God would give her Son the throne of His ancestor, David  

• She would bear a child conceived by the Holy Spirit and called the Son of God 

a. The Bible makes it clear that Jesus was born of a virgin 

b. Mary certainly believed she was a virgin 

c. God can do anything He wants to do 

d. The virgin birth was essential for Jesus to be fully God and  fully man 

• Gabriel gave Mary a sign to help her believe what he had told her:  

 The sign was the miraculous pregnancy of her relative Elizabeth 

  

Third: An angel’s announcement to Joseph 

•         Joseph could have had Mary stoned 

•         Joseph could have had Mary publically disgraced 

•         Joseph could have ignored Mary’s pregnancy 

•         Joseph chose to divorce her quietly 

•         Joseph was a kind man 

•         Joseph was a righteous man 

•         Joseph was a careful man 

  

Fourth: The angels’ announcement to the Shepherds  

•         Their announcement was one of great joy and praise and celebration 
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Scripture 
 

Zechariah 
  
Luke 1:8-20 8 One day Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his order was on duty that week. 
9 As was the custom of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and burn 
incense. 10 While the incense was being burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying.  
     11 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right 
of the incense altar. 12 Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear when he saw him. 13 But the 
angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you 
a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at 
his birth, 15 for he will be great in the eyes of the Lord. He must never touch wine or other alcoholic 
drinks. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth. 16 And he will turn many Israelites to 
the Lord their God. 17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare the 
people for the coming of the Lord. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and he will 
cause those who are rebellious to accept the wisdom of the godly.”  
     18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife 
is also well along in years.”  
      19 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel! I stand in the very presence of God. It was he who sent me to 
bring you this good news! 20 But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you will be silent and unable 
to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly be fulfilled at the proper time.”  
  
Mary 
  
Luke 1:26-38 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings, you are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you!”  
     29 Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be afraid, Mary,” 
the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 And he will reign over Israel forever; his 
Kingdom will never end!”  
     34 Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”  
     35 The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God.  
36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she 
was barren, but she’s now in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.”  
     38 Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” 
And then the angel left her.  
  
Joseph 
  
Matthew 1:18-25 18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
     20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 



3 | P a g e  
 

"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins."  
     22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will be with 
child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."  
     24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 
home as his wife. 25 But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.  
  
Shepherds 
  
Luke 2:8-14 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger."  
     13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."  
 


