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First mark = laying aside what’s corrupt - James 1:21 
• We’re so easily sucked into the broken thinking / behaviors of the world 
• Voices are many and loud, all around us, swim in its soup 
• Their thinking and behaviors appeal to our fallen nature 
• There’s always this concept of setting apart: 

o OT people – “come out from among 
them” 

o OT worship centered around this 
holiness concept. 

o Sabbath 
o Be holy as He is holy. He is other. 

• Step one = leaving behind the worldly corruptions 
• Problem – we don’t see them: 

Second mark = humble receiving - James 1:22-25 
There’s a word from on high that’s able to save us! 

Third mark = acting on what you’ve received - James 1:26 
A. It’s a principle of good learning. 
B. It’s proof that the word meant something to 

you – you got it! 

C. Corrective to the 2 traps of disobedience we fall 
into 

D. Interesting illustration 
 
The final mark of true faith = your “religion” is the real deal. 
James then closes by saying – here’s what the real deal (true faith) is . . . 

V 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in 
their affliction and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
• “Religion” – not what comes to mind. Sense of Greek word is more like Ceremonies of 

our worship that demonstrate the faith of our heart. 
• “pure and undefiled” – as opposed to the corrupt, hypocritical versions just talked about 
• “look after” not social visit, it’s deep caring, meeting their needs. 
• The real thing is that perfect combo of: 
• Galatians 5:6 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, 

but only faith working through love. “Faith expressing itself through love” 

1 John 3:16-19, 23 
“By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in 
deed and in truth. 19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him 
…23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 


	First mark = laying aside what’s corrupt - James 1:21
	Second mark = humble receiving - James 1:22-25
	Third mark = acting on what you’ve received - James 1:26



