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 A. After working 14 years Jacob decided that it was time to return to Canaan 
• Laban didn’t want Jacob to leave  
• Jacob agreed to stay and work for Laban and be paid in livestock  
• The livestock Jacob asked for were the less desirable sheep and goats  
• God had spoken to Jacob in a dream  

 ...and told him that his future wealth lay with the less desirable sheep and goats 
  
B. After working an additional 6 years for Laban, God told Jacob to return to Canaan 

• Jacob had become amazingly rich  
• This increase in wealth didn’t sit well with Laban and his sons  
• Jacob slipped away secretly 

  
C. Laban was unhappy with Jacob for slipping away, so he rounded up his men and gave chase 

• He would have done Jacob great harm if God had not intervened  
• Laban caught up with Jacob in Gilead 

  
D. Jacob’s new problem was the need to pacify his brother Esau 

• Jacob developed a strategy he hoped would pacify his brother 
1. He began by sending messengers to Esau with something approximating an apology 
2. He divided his family and possession into two groups 
3. He prayed 
4. He sent his brother a lot of valuable gifts of livestock 

  
E. Jacob spent the night wrestling with God 

• God came to earth as a man and wrestled with Jacob  
• God wanted to bring Jacob to the end of himself  
• This physical wrestling match brought an end to their spiritual wrestling match 

1. Breaking Jacob’s flesh was God’s way of telling us that He finally broke Jacob’s will 
2. God changed Jacob’s name which speaks of a new beginning 
3. The meanings of Jacob’s old name and new name 
Jacob’s old name, Jacob... means supplanter, schemer, deceiver, cheater 
Jacobs’s new name, Israel...means God rules or commands ...it also means fighter for God 

  
Scripture 

  
Genesis 30:25-28 25…Jacob said to Laban, "Send me on my way so I can go back to my own 
homeland. 26 Give me my wives and children, for whom I have served you, and I will be on my way. 
You know how much work I've done for you." 27 But Laban said to him, "If I have found favor in your 
eyes, please stay. I have learned by divination that the LORD has blessed me because of you." 28 He 
added, "Name your wages, and I will pay them."  
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Genesis 30:28-34 28 [Laban said], "Name your wages, and I will pay them."  …[Jacob answered] 32 

Let me go through all your flocks today and remove from them every speckled or spotted sheep, every 
dark-colored lamb, and every spotted or speckled goat. They will be my wages…." 34 "Agreed," said 
Laban. "Let it be as you have said."  
  
Genesis 31:10-12 "In breeding season I once had a dream in which I looked up and saw that the male 
goats mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or spotted. 11 The angel of God said to me in 
the dream, 'Jacob.' I answered, 'Here I am.' 12 And he said, 'Look up and see that all the male goats 
mating with the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen all that Laban has been doing 
to you.  
  
Genesis 31:6-9 [to Rachel and Leah, Jacob said] 6 You know that I've worked for your father with all 
my strength, 7 yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages ten times. However, God has 
not allowed him to harm me. 8 If he said, 'The speckled ones will be your wages,' then all the flocks 
gave birth to speckled young; and if he said, 'The streaked ones will be your wages,' then all the 
flocks bore streaked young. 9 So God has taken away your father's livestock and has given them to me.  
  
Genesis 30:43; 31:1-5 43 [Jacob] grew exceedingly prosperous and came to own large flocks, and 
maidservants and menservants, and camels and donkeys. 1 Jacob heard that Laban's sons were saying, 
"Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained all this wealth from what belonged 
to our father." 2  
And Jacob noticed that Laban's attitude toward him was not what it had been. 3 Then the LORD 
said to Jacob, "Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you." 4 

So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where his flocks were. 5 He said to 
them, "I see that your father's attitude toward me is not what it was before, but the God of my father has 
been with me.  
  
Genesis 31:22-24 22 On the third day Laban was told that Jacob had fled. 23 Taking his relatives with 
him, he pursued Jacob for seven days and caught up with him in the hill country of Gilead. 24 Then 
God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said to him, "Be careful not to say anything 
to Jacob, either good or bad."  
  
Genesis 32:22-31 22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his 
eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over 
all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the 
man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob's hip so that his hip was 
wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." But Jacob 
replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me."  
27 The man asked him, "What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered.  
28 Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel because you have struggled 
with God and with men and have overcome."  
29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you ask my name?" Then he blessed 
him there.  
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 
spared."31 The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.  


