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September 11, 2022 
The Church – His Wisdom on Display (Ecclesiology series) – Ephesians 2:11-22 

Sean Mills 
 
 

(Scripture quotes are from the English Standard Bible) 
Review of Eph. 2:11-22 – first sermon in series on The Church (Feb 14, 2022) 

 
The Church reflects the wide variation of personalities that you see in society. Yet, 
because they’ve changed their identity to be “in Christ” they are now capable of radically 
loving people who are intensely different. That radical love for the different that’s so 
elusive in the world, the watching world should see displayed in the Church! 

 
Ephesians 3:7-10 “through the Church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known” 
 
God’s intention is for the great mystery of all times to be revealed, His glory be put on display 

- 3:8 “preach the unsearchable riches of Christ” 
- 3:9 “bring to light what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages” 
- 2:4-7- “in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus” 

What is this great mystery revealed? It’s the Gospel. 
 
Eph 2:1-10 the great banner description of the gospel . . .  
 
BUT GOD – made us alive together with Christ! 
 
Back to Eph 3:10, Our individual salvation is a piece in a much grander display 
 
“Manifold Wisdom” 
 

- Polupoikilos - variegated, diverse, or widely varied in character 
- “taking various forms” or “of many different kinds” – ESVSB notes 
- “Sophia” – applying knowledge to real-life situations 
- God’s intention for us, Church, is that we be a mosaic of His wisdom.  
- Blind world is often boggled by spiritual truths of the Gospel 
- It’s glory for all to see in the middle of a world of foolish brokenness. 
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How do you view your life?  
 

God says we’re actors on a cosmic stage with the greatest play ever to convey 
 
2:19-22 talks about meaning in life!! 
 
Do you see yourself within the Church as a stone in mosaic or a brick in a fabulous, 
vaulted ceiling? In Church, all these crazy different people get a new identity and get 
mortared together to be the dwelling place for God (Spirit as the mason) 

 
Where does God’s brilliant wisdom gets put on display?  

- ultimately to the heavenly powers v10 
- in the very fibers of the created order Ps 148:11-13 
- at the same time to the powers of earth, our peers, family, and me. 
- Personal witness vs Church witness  
- Throughout our eternal end Rev 7:9-12  

 

Application: What does it look like when the Church displays God’s manifold wisdom? 

The Unique Role of the Local Church in Developing a Flourishing Community, Dwight Vogt 
 

4 key ways the local church impacts its community: 
#1 Carry Vision  
#2 Promote Truth (reverse lies) 
#3 Participate in the reconciliation efforts of the community 
#4 Initiate ministries of reconciliation 

 
We have the option of just maintaining our lives rightly before God, soaking in all the news that 
the world is going to pot, stewing in the fear of the dysfunction around us. God’s high calling to 
the Church is so much higher than that! It’s to put on display what Gospel functionality and 
wholeness looks like in every area of life! 

 


