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September 27, 2020 – The Cleansing of a Leper 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Ephesians 4:10-15 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we 
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ. 
 
Galatians 4:19 …my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is 
formed in you! 
 
Matthew 8:1-4 
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2 And behold, a leper came to 
him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And Jesus stretched 
out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4 
And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 
 
The Ministry of Jesus 

• His words had authority 
o Matthew 7:29 “for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their 

scribes.” 
• His signs confirmed His authority 
• He was followed by crowds 
• His ministry was public 

 
The Leper 

• Matthew and Mark: “A leper came to Him” 
• Luke: “There came a man full of leprosy” 

 
Leprosy 

• Unclear terminology 
• Probably a broad classification that includes a number of skin ailments 
• Leviticus 13 and 14 give detailed directions to the priests 

o Also covers leprosy and garments and houses 
• Some were stricken with leprosy as an act of judgment 
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o Miriam (Numbers 12) 
o Gehazi (2 Kings 5) 
o King Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26) 

 
Leprosy 

• Sometimes it was especially horrifying and presumed incurable 
“This disease was specially selected, as being the most loathsome and incurable of all, to represent the 
effect of the defilement of sin upon the once pure and holy body of man…. The leper was the type of 
one dead in sin: the same emblems are used in his misery as those of mourning for the dead: the same 
means of cleansing as for uncleanness through connection with death, and which were never used 
except on these two occasions.”  Alford 
 
Leviticus 13:45-46 45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair 
of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall 
remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be 
outside the camp. 
 
Approaching Jesus 

• Matthew: “a leper came to him and knelt before him” 
• Mark: “a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling” 
• Luke: “when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him” 
• All three gospel writers record the same words: “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 
• His faith is evident 

o He was certain that Jesus could cleanse him 
o But would he? 

 
The Answer 

• “I will; be clean.” 
• The Lord’s will was this man’s cleansing 
• “Joy inexpressible and filled with glory” 
• Luke says this man was “full of leprosy” (ESV) 
• Mark says Jesus was “full of compassion” (NIV) 

 
Haggai 2:12-13 12 ‘If someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold 
bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become holy?’” The priests answered and 
said, “No.” 13 Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with a dead body touches any 
of these, does it become unclean?” The priests answered and said, “It does become unclean.” 
 
Job 14:4 “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? There is not one!” 
 
Psalm 103:13-14 As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to 
those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 
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Isaiah 53:4, 6, 12 “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows… the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.… and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 
 
The Responsibility 
 
Matthew 8:4  And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 
 
Mark 1:45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus 
could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him 
from every quarter. 


