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October 4, 2020 – Prayer: Moses’ Prayer and Finest 
Hour...#5 
 

 
A. The Israelites criticized God and Moses and they did so frequently 

• The Israelites criticized them when Pharaoh and the Egyptian army chased after them 
• The Israelites criticized them when they ran out of water 
• The Israelites criticized them when Moses stayed on Mt. Sinai talking with God 

  
B. God threatened to destroy Israel and make a nation from Moses 

• To be the Father of God’s special nation would have been a great blessing 
  
C. The basis of Moses prayer to spare Israel was God’s glory  

• Moses reminded God of the promises He had made to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob 
• Moses was more interested in God’s glory and reputation than in his own legacy 

  
D. God told Moses to go down to the camp and deal with the problem of the Golden Calf 

• Moses put a stop to the idolatry 
• Moses saw to it that the people were punished 

  
E. Moses came to realize that God would be justified in pouring out His wrath 

• Moses planned to offer himself as a sacrifice of atonement for the nation’s sins 
• Moses was willing to give up heaven to save the nation of Israel 

  
Scripture 

  
Exodus 32:7-14 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you 
brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8They have been quick to turn away from what I 
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed 
down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up 
out of Egypt.'  

9"I have seen these people," the LORD said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. 
10Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. 
Then I will make you into a great nation."  

  
11But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "why should your anger 
burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 
12Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them 
in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and 
do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to 
whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 
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the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their 
inheritance forever.' "  

14Then the LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.  

  

Exodus 32:31-32 So Moses went back to the LORD and said, "Oh, what a great sin these people 
have committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32But now, please forgive their sin--
but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written."  

 


